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or the bare Sen/e of Words; 


THAT 
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And that the SPIRIT of 


TRUTH 1s to be expe- 
rienced and /enfibly Felt in 


the Minds and Conſciences 
of Men. | 
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8. J with an introductory relation of 
9 a particular caſe, in excuſe for 


Kr bis attacking à body of people, 
which divers of his own friends think he | 


had no proper concern to meddle with.” By 
his 6wn account, he appears firſt to have 
talked 4 weak man out of the little religion 


he had, into ſcepticiſm, which is next to 


none at all; and then turned his artillery 
againſt the people whoſe principles the man 
had before conceived ſome favoutable opl- 
nion of; which he ſtill inſiſts, page 6, un- 


dvoidably lead to predeftination and preter- 


ition. 


To prove that he Has mortified me, and : 


that I have made a vain attempt to get clear 
of the barbarous doctrine of God's otiginally 
devoting the majority of mankind to ine- 
vitable. perdition, he alleges that I aflert, 
e we ate all by nature ſtrangers to the di- 
nts 4. vine 


X2Z® NEWTON ait preſents” ys 


9 * 7 
— * a. *. 
1 
wo 


er vige life, and canst by any richie '6h- 
5 tain it for ourſelves.” It is not of man's 
„. acquirement, but God's conntüpica- 
F tion.“ He then puts this queſtion; 
* Upon his own principles of feafon then, 
* 18 any man to be blamed for not poſſeſſing 
* what he could by no means obtain ?? My 
anſwer is, I believe he is not. But what 
is this to his purpoſe ? Doth my ſaying, 
Man is, of himſelf, unable to acquire 
+ the divine life,” infer that J aſſert, the 
Almighty doth not communicate it to him? 
By a brief compariſon of the Calviniſtic 
doctrine with our's, I preſume, the diffe- 
Tence will plainly appear. © 
Calviniſm teaches, firſt, That the de- 
_pravity of man's nature renders him utterly 
unable to do any thing that is good, ſo as 
to find . God. Secondly, 
That the Almighty, from his abſolute So- 
vereignty, originally elected a certain num- 
ber of mankind to eternal falvation, to 
whom he communicates ſaving Grace for 
that end; and that he 2v17hbolds 7t from all 


% 


Fake 
his own Redeemer and Saviour, and, merely 
of himſelf, make any ſtep in the way of fal- 
1 Af ty > 4 86d rw _ n 
vation; yet that God the Father, through 
Chriſt, communicates the means thereof to 
every rational creature, and paſeth not by any, 


„ 


that they may be left to eternal perdition. 
For, amidft all the trains of natural cauſes,” 


and preternatural beſetments which attend 
mankind, he often interpoſes, and, by His 
inward and ſpiritual viſitations to the mind 


of every man, over- rules and ſuſpends the 
farce of both; 3 the foul with pain - 


ful convictions for evil doing, to inducę an 
 averfion to its ſinful habits, and exciting de- 
fires after virtue, and inclinations towards 
an heavenly inheritance. Thus man, who 
can do nothing truly good without his Sa- 


viour, may, by the aſſiſtance which his vi- 


ſitation affords, perform what is acceptable 


to him, and, through perſeverance, gra- 


dually come to know deliverance * from 
© the bondage of corruption, into the glo- 
* rious liberty of the children of God *. 


Calviniſm faith, That the Grace of God 


is of a neceſſitating nature, and allows. not of 
the 76185 of the will. 


* 


for that end +, enables all, at times, to make 
ch A choice, as none could bave made with: 


— 2 


out it. | 
Rom. viii, 21, + Tit. ii. 11. 


B 2 Cal- 


e hold, That the Grace of God which 
bringeth falvation, and appears to all men 
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| 1 1 1 
Eat Glogs” That the conver. 
| fon of a ſinner is not.owing to a man's ſelf- 
determination ; but to God's clernel Hu, 
election. 

We believe, that man, in Nis fallen 
eftate, 1 is ſubject to fin ; but that the viſita- 
tion of Divine Grace ſets him at liberty from 
that ſuljactian, and every time it reviſits 
him, it hath the ſame effect; and that 


upon his lapſing from it, he becomes Tub» | 


ject to fin and condemnation a 17 . 

Calviniſm, by ſuppoſing that the Al 
; mighty firſt gives exiſtence to the Hy 

of mankind, and then leaves them entirely 

deſlitute F that help which i is requiſite to 
9 them from eternal d ruction, 
charges im both with a cruel partiality, 
and with All the wickedneſs that enſues in 
conſequen c of i it, 

Contrary to this, we. believe, that he doth 
not thus deſert any of his. rational creation; 
but, by his Grace, often puts it into the 
power of every one to fee ol. of, and abide 
zn his Grace; Which Whoſoever faithfully 
do, become elect in Chriſt, the elect of 
the Father; but thoſe who frequently and 

finally backſlide therefrom, bring deſtruc- 
tion upon themſelves ; which is not owin 
to a want of ſaving Grace bein 2 
them, but to their multiplied 90 


1 defaults againſt i * 


Out 


d 


ZZ 

. Our Saviour's parable of the talen in- 
Center, that all are intruſted with them, 
though in different proportions, according 

to the ſervices required by the great Bib 
| penſer. He alſo acquaints us, that the 
cauſe of any man's condemnation 7s not his 
avant of a talent, or manifeſtation of Grace 
to profit withal J, but 47s neglect o 1 
fuch an improving uſe of the talent receive 
as it would enable him to do, and as he con- 
ſequently ought to do. Man therefore in- 
cuxs condemnation by not cleaving to and 
occupying with his talent of Divine Grace 
whilft it 1s afforded him. 

If the free communication of ſaving Grace 
to all, and the with-holding of it from the 
major part of mankind; if S man li- 
berty, and depriviag him of it; if enabling 
him to chuſe for himſelf, and totally deſeri- 
ing him, are one and the ſame, we mult al; 
low we are Calviniſts; but if not, we deny 
the charge; : and we truſt the attempts of 
our accuſer will as readily prove that light 
is darkneſs, and that contraries are in 
unity. 

We have not deriyed our 4 from 
ſj peculative or imaginary grounds; but hav- | 
ing mercifully experienced the truth of it, 
in our meaſures, we believe. many others 

have alſo, and that 20 others may; for as 
oa men are equally t. the creation of God, 


. Mat. W. +1 Cor. xii. 7. 


F the 


F ee en COINS 4 


9 
© the Lord is good to all, and his tender 
©. mercies are over all his works f; and 
certainly not lefs to the ſouls. than to the 

bodies of men. LS Fn e 
That fome have been veſſels fore - choſen 
to e e e and ſervices, as the pro- 
phet eremiah, and divers others, is very 
Conſi ent with divine oodneſs, and to the 
benefit of mankind ; but, that the viſita- 
tions of ſaving Grace have been always 
With-held from any, that they might ine- 
vitably center in everlaſting miſery, appears 
to us irreconeileable with the juſtice, godd- 
neſs, wiſdom, and mercy of immutable per- 
„„ C 
It is a mere miſtake to imagine; that de: 
merit in the diſobedient infers merit in the 
obedient; for the caſes ſtand not upon terme 
of equality. Though it is condemnable in 
man to deviate from Divine Grace, becauſe, 
if abode under, it would be to his laſting 
advantage, and is diſpenſed for that end by 
him who hath a right to command his Obe - 
dience ; yet it cannot be meritorious in man 
to abide therein, becauſe it is ſolely thro' 
the renewed viſitations of Divine Goodneſs 
and Power that he is enabled ſo to do, and 
for his own benefit only. His Maker pro- 
fits not by his obedience. _ If thou be 
* righteous, fad Elihu, © what giveſt thou 
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Fo, 8 
him? Or, what "rectivetls he ol thith ; 
05 Hand 82 E 19 81 | 

” Page 7. 8. Netol Pads wid reader's atk 
<* whether every man that is diſpoſed by the 
© fliftance'of the Grace of God to he pf. 
„ five, will not in fact be ſo.“ Wehout 
Aueſtion he will; and we belieye it is 
man's caſe to be fo diſpoſed by Divitie Grace, 
many times, during his continuande in ts 
life, that he may be drawn to abide and Ad- 
vance therein. But we alſt believe, that the 
failure of any is through their frequent and 
final deviation from this difpofing power, 
and returning ws B dog 5 to His volt 

Page 8. The f turning point of ſalbu- 
1 e, muft either be in fret 4 wot 

© loſt creature, or in the Grace en 
© whoever places it in the latter, ad Mr. 

_ * Phipps and the Apologift in many paſſi- | 

wi appear to do, muſt of neceſſaty con- 
uence be a predeſtinarian, or thame- 

« fully inconſiſtent. 1 appeal to every mah 

© of ſenſe and reflection for the truth bf 
* theſe coneluſions. There is not a demen- 
© ſtration in Euclid more clearC?C̃k 

This very poſitive condlufion appears ko 
want one thing to ſupport it; and that is 
truth. It ariſeth not from our doctrine; 
but from a falſe notion bf the Author, 
who ſeems to conceive, that the Al mighty 
is unable to exert any degree of itifluenee 


t Job, _— ab : 


but 


_ - Cconglude, that the Grace of Go 


Po » 
but what abſolutely. and, irreſiſtibly; ſorcetb 
the creature. Doubtleſs S. N. believes a 
Nan may bring a pair of unequal ſcales to 
an exact balance; but he appears not to al- 
low an equal ability in Omnipdtence with 
relpect to the mind of his creature. We 
believe he cannot but have this power; and 
uae: anne 0 at times, 
deen ee in a fats of ability, 0 
abide therein, but doth not lo-irrefiſtibly 
Force them. to_abide in it, that they are no 
at liberty to lapſe from and Toſe it; pig | 
we think is dealing with mankind. as rea- 
ſonable creatures. We are unable other- 
wiſe to diſcover how man ſhould ever be 
condemnable. It is plain the Apoſtle Paul, 


whilſt under Grace, held himſelf to be in 
à capacity either to ſtand or fall, or he 
would not have ſaid, I keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection, left 
that, by any means, when I have preached 
* to others, J my/o/f,ſhould be a Caſtaway." 
This demonſtrates, that notwithſtanding 
he had received. the t turning point of 
his ſalvation from the power of God, he 
might ſtill, - by;/ome, means, be liable to fall 
from it, even ſo far as 10 become 4 Caft- 
away. Our opponent may call this 4 mo- 
ral inability if he pleaſe ;+ but I preſume 
he will never be able to prove, there ig not 
a demonſtration in Euclid more clear, than 
1 Cor. ix. 2 1 Page 10. 
e 23 that 


U 
.< 
x - 


ceſſary effect of God's predeſtination. 


Towards the bottom of p- 11, 8. N. 
ſuppoſes, there may poſſibly be, iudeed, 


-* ſome blind, inconfiderate people among 


_ © the Quakers, who never read any books 


ut thoſe of their own party, &c. 1 have no 


reaſon to believe there is One in the whole 


Society who is able to read; but who has read 
the BIBLE; which is a book of no particular 
party, and which is as ſtrongly recom- 
mended, and I truſt as frequently and as ſo- 


lidly peruſed by our members, as by thoſe 
of any other religious body. I have the 
ſatis faction fo reflect, that I have not led our 


antagoniſt into this, and the many other 


ſcornful aſperities he hath beſtowed upon 
us, by caſting. any ſuch at 4s particular 


fraternity. 


Page 12. He allows, * that God's 2 


_ © fermg men to ſin, was not caufing them 
to ſin;' but recurs to that doctrine which 
implies more than a bare ſufferance of it; 


7, e. a chain of neceſſitating cauſes from the 


beginning. Aſter all the refinements that 


have been uſed on the Galviniſtical fide of 
the queſtion, I think it muſt appear evident 
to common ſenſe, that to ſuppoſe the Om- 
niſcient Maker of mankind to. be ſuch an 
_ abſolute diſpoſer of the ſtate of events, that 


ſin muſt certainly and neceſſarily follow, is 
to ſuppoſe him the intentional author of all 
. C thoſe 


2 . li 11 ; ] | | | 's 
that-a man's falling from Grace is the ne» 


£ 
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thoſs events from firſt to laſt. This is the 
ayowed doctrine of J. Edwards, whom 
S. N. ſo warmly eſpouſes and recommends. 
J. Edwards. allows, in divers parts of 
has treatiſe, that to be july condemnable, 
a man muſt be guilty of fin ; Now, to be 
. guilty of fin, he muſt make an evil choice; 
to make an evil choice, it muſt have 
been in his power to have made a berrer ; 
and he could not be ſo impowered but by his 


_ Creator, Yet he afterwards aſſerts, that his 


Maker originally % conſtituted matters, 
by an unayoidable train of cauſes, that man 
muſt inſallibly commit iniquity, and, in 
con ſequence, become miſerable. Thus he 
affirms contraries to be both true; which 
renders his elaborate performance a ſelf-in- 
confiſtency, and a ſyſtem that carries its 
confutation in its own bowels. + 
Theſe men ſeem to conceit, that by the 
profundity of their reaſoning, they have' 
unrayelled the ſecret motives and preciſe 
modes of volition. By this they perplex 
and confound things, under a pretext of 
clearing them, and turn the plaineſt truths 
into paradox and uncertainty. ' For tho“ 
nothing is clearer, than that the Divine Be- 
ing is immutably jaſt and good, and that all 
his ways are the ways of perfect equity and 
goodneſs; yet their allegations of his pre- 
deſtinating ſome of his rational creatures to 
eternal felicity, and many more of them 
gy | 0 to 


tal 
to vetedtting perdition, before either ex- 
iſted, treat him as 2v//ing,. and eventually 
chli ging men to all the evil they ncht, 
by fo conſtituting things that it muſt in- 
fallibly enſue. | Hereby they render his 
conduct towards mankiud evidently con- 
trary to his Attributes; which 1 it is mp 
fible for it to be. 

Page 12. He vtotanda that L am very 
fond of giving the appellation of CH ian 
fatalifts. Where is the mighty fondneſs 
of once uſing the term? He Hake ſuſperts 
that I am a fatalift in the worſt ſenſe. Did 
his modeſty, or his candour, prevent him 
from proceeding a point further, and af-' 
ſerting that he was afſvred of it! It might 
have been as truly ſaid, and as Fade | 
proved. i 

Page 13. He quotes my query, page 
105, Can we think that he placeth 
good and evil, life and death, before men, 
as the ſacred 8 teſtify, and calletn 
© them repeatedly to chuſe life and good, 

& and yet that he does not enable them ſo 

&« to do?“ To which he anſwers, Ves; 
which is to affirm God mocks them. His 
reaſon for it is, Becauſe they do not chuſe 
* it, it is plain they are indſſpaſed for it; 
averſe toit, and conſequently, not enabled! 
Doth this evince, that becauſe there is a pe- 
riod wherein men fall upon a wrong choice, 
that the God and Fountain of equity and 
c Mo mercy 


BW 
mercy never ' previouſly put it into their 
power to make a right one? Is that a vain 
and uſeleſs exhortation, Take heed, 
* brethren, * leſt there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in depart- 
ing from the living God ?? Could they 
depart from what never accompanied them? 
Is there no poſſibility of lapfing from the _ 
living God into an unbeheving and diſ- 
obedient ſtate? Was not this the caſe of 
Judas and Demas ? If their defection in- 
fallibly aroſe from an original conſtitution 
of cauſes by them unavoidab/e, it could 
not be their fault ; but their condemnation 
for it by Divine equity, proves the fault 
was their own; and that evinces they might 
have ſtood, and therefore were under. no 
ſuch invincible obligation to fall away from 
their Cteator. Fay ff tow 
_ © Notwithſtanding the charge S. N. levels 
at me, p. 14, the leaſt view to invalidate 
the Scriptures for the uſes they are given, 
is far from me; but that the various and 
contradictory ſenſes put upon them by dif- 
fering perſons, are perſect flandards of faith 
and een I cannot ſubſcribe to; neither 
can I allow, that © the dictates of the p- 
rid within appear as differently to each 
© perſon, as their underſtandings differ from 
one another.“ Nor has our opponent 
adduced any facts, which, to me, verify it. 
Mere pretenders to the dictates of the Spirit 

„tn. 

may 


. 15 "6 
may differ about them; but1 believe; the 
Spirit rſelf leaves not the underſtandings of 
thoſe who truly attend to it in ſuch differ- 
ences. It leads into unity of love, and 
harmony of ſentiment in all aue 
punts. 5 30 
Page 14. Upon my ſhewing, that herd 
perſons contradict each other, both cannot 
bs right, though one of them may be fo, 
8. N. abſurdly queries, Muſt both be 
 wwrong ?” &c. Let me aſk him, in my turn, 
where have I inferred, from the different 
opinions of mankind about the truth of 
the written. Revelation, that it has 
therefore no determinate and preciſe mean- 
Page 18. He compares thoſe chiles a as 
fmilar, which are diſſimilar. In the lan- | 
guage he borrows, and warps from 1 its pro- 
per meaning, I did not argue from the 
differences amongſt. pretenders to read the 
Scriptures, but from thoſe betwixt perſons 
who have really ſtudied them. It is evident 
that the ſentiments of theſe are not in unity; 
nor is it to be expected, that the opinions of 
thoſe who are mere pretenders to immediate 
inſpiration ſhould be more harmonious. But 
it follows not hence, that none have any 
ſenſe of the illuminations of that internal 
Word, or Spirit, which is the true /ight 
and l. ife of men *, and which, more or leſs, 


* * * LE * 4 * 


John i. | 
| ene 


fs 1 
ail htens ovary man that Comes into 'the 
rl nor that this Divine principle leads 
not its faithful followers into unity and 
barmony as to all Dental matters. It is 
undeniable,” from the fundamental Aiffers 
_ - ences ſubſiſting amongſt perſons equally ſe- 
Nous, and ſtudious of the Scriptures, that 
they have not produced that unity and bar- 
mony which the Apoſtle prefled. the be- 
Hevers to. Now, I 'beſeech you, breth- 
ren, by che name of our Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
© and. that dee be no a es amongſt 
you; but that ye be perfectiy joined to- 
Faber in the ſame mind; and in the 
me judgment.” * This apoſtolic ex- 
dancin het that this is practicable by 
ſome means; and as it is not ſo merely by 
uc hing the Scriptures, it muſt be by ſome- 
thing elſe ; and what can that be, but ihe 
mani feftation of the Spirit, 'which is given 10 
every man to profit withal ? It is this 
which connects and harmonizes the mem- 
bers of the body of Chriſt. For by one 
« Spirit are we all baptized 1 into one body; 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
© we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spatit.” T? 

Page 15. He ſaith, If they (the Quakers) 

ry deſign, any of them, by the illumina« 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, any thing dif- 


1 Cor. i. o. + 1 Cor. xii. 7. Þ7 V. 13. 
R 11 ; © ferent 


[08 
«. ferent from, or ſuperior.to, the mind of 
+ the Holy Ghoſt in his written word, I 
beg leave to differ from them.” Whe- 
ther we do or not, he ſeems determined to 
differ; elſe he would hardly fatigue him 
{elf to invent ſuch differences, after himſelf - 
hath cited the following expreſſions from 
Barclay: We do look upon them (the 
« Scriptures): as the only fit ric Judge 
* of controverſies among Chriſtians; andthat | 
* whatſoever doctrine is contrary to their 
teſtimony, may therefore juſtly be rejected 
as falſe, &c. We do not mean by Divine 
illumination, any thing mcoberent with 
ſcripture doctrine, nor any matter Jupes 
rior to the mind of the Holy Ghoſt in 
them; but to maintain God's 75 prero- 
gative and honour, in the ſuperionty of 
his immed iat: illumination, to the fallible, 
uncertain interpretations of men againſt his 
illuminating aſſiſtance. 

Page 16. It. is moſt manifeſt, beyond 
© all controverſy, that every verſe which 
actually does ſpeak of the Spirit of God, 
is addreſſed to, or ſpoken of, them who 

had received it by the report of the Apoſ- 
* tolic faith or Goſpel.” I think the con- 
trary is more manifeſt, (though not beyond 
all controverſy whilſt Be diſputes it) * | 
the words of Peter, who informed his 
hearers, that the promiſe (of the Holy: 
* Ghoſt) is untoxyou, and 10 your chil- 
| * dren, 


* 


33 


En } 


| © gren,: and to all that are afar off, even as 
 .* many as the Lord our God hall call.x 
Having highly diverted himſelf with a 
ſtrain 05 
page 20, to exonerate himſelf from the 
charge of falſifying the original text, Luke 
xvii. 20, 21; but he takes an ineffectual 
courſe in calling the aſſiſtance of his re- 


ill-grounded raillery, he ſeeks, 


ſpectable critics 3. for he can never accom- 


pliſh it without withdrawing his improper 
| ſubſtitute, and reſtoring the original word 


doits place, He faith, * it cannot ſignify 
©. what the Quakers would underſtand by 


it.“ But, we truſt, what they do under- 


ſtand by it, is of ſome ſignification. For, 
though the kingdom of God, in divers 


parts of the New Teſtament, intends his 
. glorious reign over ſaints and angels in 


the bleſſed ſtate of eternal felicity, and 


ſometimes alſo his dominion in the Chriſ- 


tian church; yet, when his kingdom is 
compared to a feed fown, a grain of muſ- 


tard- ſeed, leaven, and treaſure hid in a 


field, + it ſets forth that Divine operative 


principle of his Holy Spirit, which, to the 


foul that abides in obedience thereunto, 


becomes its governing power, and an holy 


unction, which, like oil in the lamp of 
the wiſe, and as the wedding garment, 


will give admittatice at laſt into the Bride- 
groom's chamber. Concerning this hea- 
5 As ii, 39, f Mat. xili. 19, 24, 31, 33, 44. 
„ | venly 


[ ig 8 N 
venly ed of the kingdom, its Divine Sowet 
and Communicator faith, the kingdom 
© of God cometh not with We or 
* outward ſhew); 8 55 they (the 
true preachers of it), © ſay, lo here! ( (in 
© this exterior mode) or 155 thete.! (in that 
+ outward form oy. = behold, the kingdom 
of God it within you. Thus our Sa- 
viour frequently calls the ſeed of tlie kings ⸗ 
dom by the name of the Kingdom; 3 be⸗ 
cauſe as it atiſeth into dominion in the 
hearts of men, it becomes the kingdom of 
God in them; _ 
Page 21. S.N. tells kin readers, that 

n th 2 Tim. 11. 19, Mr. Phipps 
© ſays, the Apoſtle was only ſpeaking to Ti- 
* mothy.” But let him turn to my trea - 
tiſe, p. 143, and he will find my words are, 
This cannot with propriety be extended 
* to. any but Timothy, and ſuch as Ti. 
© tmothy j. true believers 1 in, and followers | 
r 

Ibid; He queries, i Why ſhould not 
the Scriptures be as able, 7, the Spirit of 
God leads them to attend to them with 
impartiality, to do that for other. degene- 
rate men, as well as Timothy? This 
inſinuates, that when the Apoſtle; wrote 
this to Timothy, he was in a ſtate of de- 
generacy; which I muſt deny; for the 
Apoſtle, ſtyles him, in his former . 


+70 Luke xvii. 20 31. 
8111 * 42 man 


* 


oa, „ 


than the Pſalmiſt has done, w 
ſays, The law of the Lord is perfect, 


* 


-- 


2 man of God; which, to my undefſtand- 


ing, ſignifies a man renewed, and not in # 


_  degenetate ſtate. To ſuch an one Paul 
teaches, that the Scriptures are able to in- 
creaſe that wiſdom which leads unto Sal- 


Y 


vation; yet not of themſelves only, but 


through that living faith which is in Chriſt 


Jeſus; which I have ſhewn in my laſt 


treatiſe, p. 147, 148, is not a bare belief 


of what is written concerning him. The 


inſpired author to the Hebrews ſheweth, 


that the Goſpel was preached by Moſes to 
the Iſraelites; but the word preached 
did not profit them, not being mixed 
with Faith in them that heard it ;** or, 
becauſe they were not united by faith to it. 


Hence it appears, that it is the living faith 
in Chriſt Jefus, the faith of the operation 


of God, that gives due effe& to preach- 
ing, feading and hearing of feripture doc- 
trines; which therefore, without it, muſt 


be ineffectual, and unable to make wiſe 
unto ſalvation. "_ 


Ibid. * Did I affert any _ more 


hen he 


converting the ſoul?” To ſuppoſe 
6 this is an internal law, and not the in- 
* ſpired writings of Moſes and other holy 


men of God, is a fancy of ſo late a date, 


that it deſerves not a ſerious eonfutation. 
Heb. iv. 424. 


e 
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The converſion of the ſoul, in its compleat 


and proper ſenſe, includes the whole work 


of regeneration, from the firſt 1ntroverſion 


of the mind towards God, till it experience. 
that perfect change deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle, If any man be in Chriſt, he is 


* 4. new. creature; old things are paſt 


* away; behold all things are become new, 


” 


and all things are of God.“ * 


That law of God which converts the 
ſoul, could not be the written law of Moſes; 
for this is 2vhat it could not do, in that it was 
weak through thy fieſh.+ The true convert- 
ing law, is tlie law of the Spirit of life 


in Chriſt Jeſus,” which the Apoſtle de- 


clares, made him free from the lat of fm and 


death.} What made him free, muſt make 
all others free who. attain true freedom. 


For this inward converſion the Pſalmiſt 


carneſtly prayed, when, by giving way to 
temptation, he had fallen, Create in me a 
clean heart, O God] And reneqp a right 


* ſpirit within med. This converfion of 
the Soul, is pot that ſuperficial kind of con- 


verſion of turning from one opinion, form, 
or profeſſion, to another; nor any thing a 
man may do for himſelf by reading or hear- 
ing. It is that thorough work the Apoſtle 


repreſented to be the real experience of true 


Believers, |] which cannot be effected by any 


thing but the holy Spirit of God; for no- 


* 2 Cor. v. 1), 18. + Rom. viii. 3. t V. 2, 
gp. Pſalm li. 10. | 1 Cor. vi. 11. 


D 2 thing 
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055. "of can MER holineſs but that which is 

 #ifelf holy. That perfect law of God 

* which the Apoſtle called the law of his 

„ wind, and ſaid is ſpiritual, and which the 

WE Phlmiſt ſaid, Chap. xl. 8, is within my 

heart; this is that mternal powerful Goſpel. 

law which 7 is laid, like an axe, to the root + 

of all corruption in the heart, and by its 

quickening and purifying virtue converts 
the 91 that truly believes! in it, and oat 
to it. 

Page 22. S. N. faith, '* The paſſage T 
peat from G. Fox's Great M en 
was not taken from T. Hicks, as Mr. 
Phipps aſſerts, for I never read any of his 
9 I had it from ſuch an authority, 
that he muſt excuſe me if I think it it true, 
till Jam fully certified it is not In the 
firſt edition of that book.. 

I have the Ruß, or rather the oY 08 
of that book in poſſeſſion, whence I an- 
ſwered him, that his pretended quotation 
is not there. He muſt know, that the book 
| itſelf is the fole authority to prove its own 
i contents ; and though he might haye the 
| falſe quotation from ſome of his auxiliaries, 
| it appears to have been firſt . and pub- 
liſhed by T. Hicks, though divers times 

fince borrowed and obtruded upon the pub- 

he by thoſe of the like ſtamp. 
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= OM Rom, vii. 23, 4. + Mat, iii. 20, 
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He adds, p. 23, Does not Mr. Phipps 
know that his brethren uſed a little pz0us 
fraud in altering ſome paſſages in later 
editions?“ No, truly. For they could 
not alter a paſſage which is not in the ; 
and there never was a SECOND, wherein to 
uſe thoſe pious frauds he is pleaſed to inſi- 
nuate, if it had been there. But if the 
Quakers do uſe the common right of all 
men, to correct in future impreſſions the 4 
errors of the preſs in a former one, or tge 
mere miſtakes in language of unlearned 1 
writers, is it to be treated as an impious and 
audulent practice in them? 157 
I it be a pious fraud to correct an au- 
thor, is it not yery diſingenuous to continue 
an injurious forgery upon him, by repub» 
liſhing it a century after it was publickly 
detected to be ſuch ; and, when informed 
of it, ſtill to ſeek to eſtabliſh it as true hy 
ſuch groundleſs ſuppoſitions ? | 
Page 24. He perverts my meaning b 
. that caudal | by: the Gabe), 
nothing leſs or more than the or 
* manner of its being revealed, not the thing 
revealed not that which Paul preached.* 
On the contrary, what J inſiſted on is, nor 
the mode, but the very thing revealing and 
revealed, as preached by Paul. The dif- 
ference between us is, S. Newton's Goſpel 
oes no further than the words and the 
nſe of the words, without he nas + 
0 | 0 


14. = 
God unio ſalvation ;* mine takes in/all three; 
and I treat the 44ſt as the Soul, and the two 
former as the body, or exterior form which 
ito frequently appears in. 

We believe, the Goſpel 3 be gift be 
God, thro Chriſt, to the whole human race 
ſince the fall of Adam, and eſſentially con- 

Hits of two parts; one outward, the other 
inward. The firſt was the facrifice of the 
body of Chriſt once for allt The ſecond 
is the viſitation of his Spirit within man, 
to purify and ſave him from ſin; fit him 
for, and lead him into, the kingdom of 

eternal purity and bleſſedneſs. In the 
firſt, our Saviour ſhewed the heinouſneſs 
of ſin in the ſight of God, and that it 
deſerved death, by his giving himſelf a 
ranſom for all, ond taſting death 7 every 
man. By tlie ſecond, e ApS le ſhews, 
that he gave himſelf _ 3 not that 
we ſhould abide in ſin, but that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar Fakt 
Aealous of good works. 5 

- We therefore do not hold Ken, war- | 
ranted to confine! the Goſpel to. any part of 
the Scriptures; nor do we at all depreciate 
them, by attributing that to their great 
Author which themſelves evidently do. 
We think the ene of the e "Ip 


Fig 5 © Rom. i. 16. 2 1 * ebf. 16. 8 
* 7 x Tim. ft. 6. Heb; ii. 9 | S Tit. ii. 14. 
8 10 


„„ nd as a 
fo far from being conſined to the proceſs of 
Chriſt in the fleſh, that it extends to all | 
kinds of found doctrine; that our Saviour 
preached the Goſpel in his Sermon upon 
the Mount,“ when he mentioned not a | 
word concerning his external procedure; | 
when he preached repentance- at other 
times; and when he taught in parables; 

and we find the Angel who had the ever= 
Jaſting Goſpel to preach to every nation, 

| kindred, tongue, and people, preached it 
when he ſolemnly called them to Fear 
God, and give glory to him, for the 
t hour of his judgment is come; and wor- 

* ſhip him that made heaven and earth, 

« and the ſea, and the fountains of waters. 7 
And we not only believe that the Goſpel 

extends to all kinds of ſound doctrine, but 
alſo that it includes that which ,renders . 
ſound doctrine practicable, by giving due 
effect to it; that is, the internal mini- 
ſtration of that power of Gd which is unto 
/// ͤ ( HE nan 

People may go on deceiving and being 
deceived, neglecting their opportunity, and 
deſpiſing the moſt precious gift. of God ; 
but I ſhould think, common ſenſe will tell 
any reaſonable creature, that the Reprover 
and the Reproved, the Comforter and the 
Comforted, the Communicator and the 
Receiver, are not one and the ſame. Men 


* * 


* Mat. v. 6, 7. + Rev. xiv. 7. f Rom. i. 16. 
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by nature will gratify their ſelfiſh and ſen- 
aal inclinations; and that which they feel 
inwardly condemning them for miſdoing, 
and approving them in well-doing, is no 
part of, but a principle above, their nature, 
and therefore properly ſtiled ſupernatural. 
We believe it to be the word quick and 
powerful, ſbarper than any two - edged | 
Sword, piercing to the dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit—a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. To imagine the 
compunctions it gives, the load it brings, 
and the fear it ſtrikes, upon guilty ſouls, 
ariſe: from nothing higher and better thatt 
their own refleive powers, appears to me 
! an abſurd opinion; for if the guilty could 
if avoid it, they would never ing themſelves 
3 for their dear delights; and ſeek in vain to 
11 fly from that piercing ſenſe of inward 
| conviction and condemnation, which no- 
' thing can divert them from or under, at 
| times. It hath been obſerved; that before 
men arrive to a ſtate of ſearedneſs, the more 
wicked they beconie, the ſharper and 
deeper are their convictions and terrors: 
To what is this to be attributed, but to 
the Omniſcient Spirit of God, awakening 
and ſmiting them, to bring them to repent- 
ance, and through repentance to life eter- 
nal? The means he uſeth for this end, are 
in themſelves ſufficient; and if the effect Is 


* Heb, iv. 1%. - 
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not produced, it is becauſe they are not 
ſufficiently followed. Many fall ſhort 
who have been made forrowful for their 
fin, becauſe they ahide not in that con- 
gern, but return again to their iniquities. 
Repentance ſhould proceed to amendment, 

which appears in works meet for repentance. 
It is a notable ſaying in Eccluſ. Xxiv. 25, 
26, © He that waſheth himſelf after the 
touching of a dead body, if he toucheth 
it again, what availeth his waſhing ? So 
is it with a man that faſteth for his fins; 
and goeth again and doth the ſame.” Who 
* will hear his prayer? Or, what doth his 
* humbling profit him! 
Io tell people, they are to be ſaved by 
reading, hearing, and forming their prac- 
tice from the ideas they conteave, fror 

thence, and ever to remain as void of alt 
ſenſe of the Spirit, as a vegetable is of the 
fap that, nouriſhes it, and yet that they 
. muſt. believe they have it, and, enjoy its 
comforts, whilſt they remain nſenfible that 
they do ſo; this is not the doctrine of the 
Goſpel, but diametrically oppoſite. to that 

of the Apoſtle concerning thoſe that keep 
the commandments of Chriſt, which is, 
He that keepeth his commandments 
* dwelleth in him, and he in him; and 
hereby we 4now that he abideth in us, 


= 
= 
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ſ- IF 4. 
Y by the Spirit which he hath given us * y 
And again, chap iv. 13, Hereby know 
rde that we dwell in fy and he in us, 
© becauſe he hath given us of his: Spirits 
Thus tau cht 88 evangelical miniſtry; 7 
and thoſe who teach otherwiſe, ate not in 
their line, are not miniſters of the Spirit, 
but of the letter, and even that not truly. 
"Theſe, from their inexperience of the Spirit, 
and traditional confidence, may turn the 
immutable doctrine of the Goſpel into ri- 
dicule, but ſhall never be able to overturn, 
or prevail againſt 1 _ Tha 
The prediction and Fetmiſte of the New 
Covenant, which ſuperſedes all other diſ- 
penſations to the end of the world, is, Iwill 
6 put my law in their mward parts, and write 
in in their hearts—For they ſhall all know 
me, from the leaſt of them to the greateſt 
of them F. This inwardly-written law by 
the finger of God himſelf, is not the law of 
| the letter, but that of the Spirit. His Spirit 
is the ſole writer of it in the heart, or foul 
of man, Hence it appears, that the eſſential 
and vital part of the Goſpel diſpenſation, is 
God's - immediate illumination within men 
in ſuch meaſure, if attended to, as ones 
give the knowledge of himſelf. The know: 
edge of him by his Spirit is incoherent 
8 an inſenſiilit thereof. Thoſe, there- 


— — . —— — — — — 
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| . 1 John, iii. 24. "4 Jer, xxxi. 31—385. 
| fore, 
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fore, who know him not as an internal 
teacher, remain ſhort of the true Goſpel- 


light and day of Divine miniſtration. 


The leaſt knowledge we can have of any 
n from other things; 


thin g, is to diſtingui 
but ſeghibly to enjoy it, is the true knowledge 


of it. Both theſe kinds of the knowledge 


of God, through his Spirit, are plentifully 
witneſſed to by the th, writers. Our 
Saviour alſo joins in the general concur- 
rence. . Speaking of himſelf as the peculiar 


Shepherd of true Chriſtians, and of them as 


his flock, he faith, 5 The ſheep follow 
him, for they know his. voice, and a 
ſtranger they will not follow *,” I am 
the good Shepherd, and know my ſheep, 


-” A 9A «x 


+. hear my voice . It appears from hence, 


that he ſo illuminates his faithful followers, 


as to enable them to make a right diſtinc- 
tion betwixt his influence and that of miſ- 
leading ſpirits, and to reject them, and fol - 


low him. He likewiſe ſhews, that though 


the world, or thoſe who abide in the ſpirit 


of the world, cannot receiye be Spirit of 
truth, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nor knoweth = 
Him If, yet he thould be thereunto a reprover z * 


but to the faithful a catuforter &. a teacher, 
_ aremembrancer, and a guide ax, In all which 
. John x. 45 5. + Verſe 4 4. Verſe 27. 

] John xiv, 17. § 26.  ** Ibid, xvi. 8, 13: 
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and am known mine cg. My ſheep . 


88-1 
he clearly inculcates a ſenſibility of the Di- 
vine preſence, | and ſhews, that thoſe Who 
are void of it, are not the true ſheep of his 
paſture. IS 
The' Apoſtle Paul alſo aus addrefles the 
Corinthians, Examine yourſelyes, whe- 
* ther ye be in the faith, prove your own- 
© ſelves ; know ye not your, ownſelves, that 
0 Feſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
e bates +?* Here we ſee, that the Apoſtolic 
proc of their being in the true faith of the 
Go pet, was not their belief of the hiſtory 
and procedure of Chriſt in the fleſh, but 
their own particular knowledge of his being 
in'them; and if all are reprobates who know 
not their ownſelves that Chrift is in them, as 
the Apoſtle aſſerts, it follows, that all real 
Chri Gans do imwardly and ſpiritually know 
for themſelves, that the en of Chriſt is in 
them. 
Through the goodneſs of God, many, 
under divers denominations, can experi- 
mentally teſtify, that, unpopular and ex- 
ploded as the Goſpel-do&rine of an inward 
ſenſe of the Holy + Spirit hath been lately 
ſought to be rendered, it is as ſurely and 
diſtinctly felt by thoſe who truly believe, 
and patiently wait for it now, in meaſure, 
as in the primitive age of Chriſtianity. 
Let me now add a few teſtimonies from 


* ? 


ee 7 2 Cor: xiii. 5. 
two 


11 


two or three learned and experienced per- 
ſons not of our particular Society. Firſt 
from J. Smith's works, 2d edition, 1673. 
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+ * We ſhall endeavour to unfold: the 


true difference between the law and the 


Goſpel, as it ſeems evidently to be laid 
down every where by St. Paul in his 
e piſtles 3/ and the difference between them 
is rclearly this, viz. That the law was 


merely an external thing, conſiſting in 
ſuch precepts which had only an outward 


adminiftration ; but the Goſpel is an inier- 


nal thing, a vital form and 15 ſeat- 
ing itſelf in the minds and ſpirits of men. 


— Therefore the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 


7, calls the law, the miniſtration of the 


letter, and of death, it being in itſelf but 


a dead letter; as all that which is with- 
out a man's foul ruſt needs be. But, on 


the other ſide, he calls the Goſpel (be- | 
cauſe of the intrinſical and vital rg 


ſtration thereof in living impreſſions upon 
the ſouls of men) the miniſtration 7 the 


Spirit, _ the miniſtration of Righteouſs 
neſs. By which _ cannot mean the 57/ 


tory of tho Goſpel, or thoſe credenda pro- 


pounded to us to believe, for this would 
make the Goſpel itſelf as much an exter- 


nal thing as — law wag? 


+ Page 303 | 
The 


F7-Y 


4 K Ä 2 ˙ ˙.u 2 — 


— TITS * 


Ries (2 1 5 
— The New Teſtament every where 
75 rr to preſent to us this twofold diſpen- 
. fation and economy, the one confiltiog 
in an external and written law of precepts, 
the other in inward life and power ||. ** The 
Goſpel was not brought in rm to hold 
forth a new platform and model of reli- 
gion; it was not brought in only to re» 
I! fine ſome notions of truth, that might 
formerly ſeem diſcoloured and disfigured 
by a „ of legal rites and ceremo ; 
nies; it was not to caſt our opinions con- 
cerning the way of life and happineſs only 
into a new mould and ſhape in a pedago+ 
. , * gical kind of way; it is not ſo much 4 
il « ſy/tem and body of ſaying divinity, but the 
| $ Spirit and vital influx of it 06 208 itſelf 
| 


„ | % * 
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« over all the powers of mens ſouls, and 

6- 1 125 into a divine liſe; it is not 

properly a doctrine that is wrapped up 

in ink and paper, as it is vitalis ſcientia, a 

living impreſſion made upon the ſoul and 

ſpirit. We may, in à true ſenſe, be as legal 

as ever the Jews were, if we converſe with 
the Goſpel as a thing only without us; and 

be as far ſhort of the Righteouſneſs of God 

as they were, if we make the righteouſ- 
[neſs which is of Chriſt by faith to ſerve 

us only as an outward'coyering, and en- 

© deavour not after an internal transforma- 

DM tzon of our minds and fouls into it. The 

1 Ibid, page 310. I Page 315. 
: Goſpel 
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© Goſpel does not ſo much conſiſt in verbs 
as in virtute. A little further he ſtiles 
it, the true ſeed of a happy immortality 
« continually thriving and going on to per- 
6 feftion.? 5 ene an of? 
S. Motiro, M. A. Vicar of Letterkenny, 
in his 72 Meaſures of the Pious Infiitution of 
Huth, 2d edition, part ii. p. 150, faith, 
True Divinity conſiſts not in empty no- 
fians, in dry and ineffectual ſpeculations, 
but in ing and mward ſenſations, in ſo- 
* lid and ſubſtantial enjoyments, in the real 
© participation” of Divine things, in vital 
and operative principles, in a new nature 
and purified affections.“ He then intro- 
duces a citation from Dr. Cudworth's ſer- 
mon on 1 John ii. 3d edition, p. 40 and 

2, part of which is as follows:: 
The Gofpel, that new law which Chriſt 
* delivered to the world, is not merely a let- 
ter without us, but a quickenimg ſpirit 
within us. Cold theorems'and maxims, 
dry and jejune diſputes, lean ſyllogiſtical 
reaſonings, could never yet of themſelves 
beget the leaſt glimpſe of true heavenly 
light, the leaſt ſap of ſaving knowledge 
in any heart, All this is but the grope- 
ing of the poor dark ſpirit of man after 
truth; to find it out with his own en- 
-deavours, and ſeek it with his own be- 
numbed hands. Words and ſyllables, 
which are but dead things, cannot pof- 
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_ +; fibly convey the living notions; of hea- 
venly truths to us. The ſecret myſteries 
of a. Divine lliſe, of a neu nature, of 
_Chrift formed in our heart, cannot be 
written or ſpoken. Language and ex- 
preſſions cannot reach them, neither can 
they be truly. underſtood, except the ſoul 
itſelf be kindled from within, and awak- 
ened into the life of tbem.— Though 
there be never ſuch excellent truths con- 
cerning Chriſt and his Goſpel, ſet down 
in words and letters, yet they will be but 
unknown characters to us, until we have 
a living Spirit within us that can decypher 
them, until the ame Spirit, by ſecret 
whiſpers in our hearts, do comment upo 
them, unhich did at firſt indite them. 
There be many who underſtand. the 
Greek and, Hebrew of the ſcripture, the 
original languages in which the text was 
written, that never underſtood the lan- 
guage of the Spirit, There 18 a Caro and 
a Spiritus, a fleſh and a ſpirit, a body 
and a foul, in all the writings of the 
Scripture.'.  - CR" Wes PR 
Page 26. S. N. ſeems to collect and miſ- 
apply his force, inſinuating, firſt, that wwe 
confider the Scriptures not to be the things of 
the Spirit, Yet we have always directly aſ- 
ſerted, that the things intended in many 
parts of them, are the things of the Spirit; 
and as. © the things of God knoweth no 
: man 
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man; but the Spirit of God |, ſo not man, 
but the Spirit only, 20h revealed them to 
the Apaſtles I, can now reveal them to any 
man, ſo as to give him the true ſenſe of 
the Spirit in thoſe parts of them which are 
not obvious to every ſenſible and well 
einn è Ä 1 Lai ts 
Secondly, That eve confider the, Scriptures 
not to be the 2 0 God unto ſalvation, to 
every one that believeth. We conſider, 
that neither the bare words, nor the mere 
import of the words of Scripture, are that 
power of God unto. ſalvation, intended by 
the Apoſtle, Rom. I. 16. We believe it 
to be that powerful Spirit of God which put 
them forth, and attended their preaching. 
* My ſpeech, and my preaching,” faith 
Paul, was not with enticing. words of 
* man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of 

* the Spirit, and of power (3 In this Di- 
vine Power is the eſſentiality of the Goſ- 
pel; and without this power, neither fal- 
vation nor effectual ſervice can be admi- 
niſtered. That miniſtry which is not put 
forth and accompanied with ſome — 2 
of this power of the Spirit, whether it ap- 
pear among us, or thoſe of other commu- 
nions, we do not eſteem a Goſpel-miniſtry, 
Concerning this, it is obſerved by our fa- - 
mous countryman, John Locke, that * pro- 


FI Cor, ii. 11, | t Ver. 10. 1 1 Cor. 44 
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pheſying, as St. Paul tells, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 
was ſpeaking unto others to edification, 
.exhortation,. and comfort: but very 
ſpeaking to others to any of theſe, ends, 
was not propheſying; but only then, 
when ſuch ſpeaking was a ſprritual gift, 

performed by the immediate and extraor- 
 *- dinary motion of the' Holy Ghoft.” Para- 
| _ phraſe and Notes on 1 Cor, ji. p. 65, firſt 
edition. ; 1 . 
In this power and motion of the Holy 
Ghoſt the primitive Miniſters taught, that 
the faith of their hearers might not ſtand 
in the wiſdom of men, but in the _ of 
God +. Thus they gathered people to be- 
lieve and truſt in his internal effective 
power; and © whoeyer,' ſaith Locke, is 
|! brought to own Jefus to be the Meſiab, 
4 + the 5 5 does it by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And therefore, upon account of having 
I the Spirit, you can none of you lay any 
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claim to ſuperiority, or have any pre- 
tence to flight any of your brethren, as 
not having the Spirit as well as you. 
For all that own our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and believe in him, do it by the Spirit of 
God, i. e. can do it upon no other 
ground, but Reyelation coming from the 
Spirit of God,“ Paraph. p. 76. 
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As this Goſpel-power was then a funda- 
mental part of Chriſtianity, at ſtill remains 
to be ſuch; for the New covenant is in its 
nature unchangeable. In this power. of. 
God's holy Spirit is our ſalvation. Not- 
withſtanding the ſcriptures are made uſeful 
in his hand towards it, it is the power that 
makes them ſo, the Grace of God, that 
really brings ſalvation. On him, - there- 
fore, we place our dependence, without in 
the leaſt neglecting the uſe of the Serip- 
tures as a bleſſed means. We are experi- 
mentally ſenſible, that they are * profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; and 
that they were written for our learning, —_— 
that we through patience and comfort of | 
the Scriptures might have hope 1, For 
theſe ends we conſtantly uſe them, and 
are far from accounting no better of them 
than the words % a mere romance, or an an- 4 
liguated almanack, as our accuſer untraly 
inſinuates. r 1 N 1 * : L | 
What the New. Teſtament plainly. in- 
culcates, what we, as a people, have al- 
ways inſiſted upon, and what: I have, in 
my State of Man, endeavoured clearly to 
ſhew, namely, Regeneration by the Holy ' 
Spirit ||, a being born again not corruptible 


+ 2 Tim. iti. 16. 4 Rom. xv. 4. | John iii. 
F 2 | feed, 


feed, but 7 incorrupribli, by the Mord of 
God which liveth and abideth for | ever +. 
The Won that was before all words and 
avrilings f, a new creation ix CHRIS I- 
sus ff unto good works, à putting on the new 
man, which after God it created in righteonſs 
nefs. and true holineſs, or the holmeſs of truth 
and reality, a being called, ſanctiſted, juſtified, 
adopted and 2 1 of God by his Spirit 8; 
the verity of all this, G. Fox, R. Barclay, 
and myſelf, have repeatedly averred'; yet 
our pretended ſuſt and fair examiner, p. 33, 
exclaims,- How different are theſe repre- 
6: ſentations of the religion of ſeſus from 
© thoſe of Fox, Barclay, and Mr. Phipps!” 
Rather how different are they from thoſe. 
 ſeriptural repreſentations, who ſay, Look 
not to the Holy Spirit for your Guide and 
Leader, but read, hear, and act, from the 
ſenſe you gather from the Scriptures, or 
that your Leaders gather for you according 
to their jatting and contrary ſyſtems. Truff 
not in the Spirit of Truth, but in the wiſe, 
the ſcribe, the diſputer of this world: who 
mock at the light and leading of the Spirit, 
ridicule and ſtigmatize alt profeſſion of an 
in ward ſenſe of it, and make a handle of 
the extravagances of ſome faneiful deluded 
People, to decry the reality in thoſe of ſober 
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minds and regular conduct, Who can &x2 
perimentally teſtify to it. "Theſe are fools 
in the eſtimation of the wiſe world, the 
y world, and the profligate world. But 
7 God hath" choſen the fooliſn things of 
the world to confound the. wile, and 
hath choſen the weak things of the world 
to confourid'the things that are mighty; 
and baſe things of the world, and things 
_ © which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, 
© yea and things which are not, to +» 
to nought things that are: That no Heflx 
«ſhould glory in his preſence 7. 
P. 34. 8. N. queries, If we recommend 
: the Seriptures to be read in private, why 
not in publiek? Was not the readin of 
the Setiprutes' a part of Divine 
© among the primitive Chriſtians, // even 
_ ©'when they had men who were ifallibliy 
inſpired with them, as well as after. 
© wards ?* I have anſwered him already, 
that we read hothing in publick inthe 
time of our worſhip, or as a part of it; for 
we believe the doctrine of our Saviour, that 
as God i 7 7 it, they that wot /hip bim, 
. in Spirit and in 118. 
1e alſo A 8 „We are the 
6 i Apoſte 1G worſhip God in the 
Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jobs; and 
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have no confidence in the fleſh #.” What 
he ſtiled the fleſb here, were the formali- 
ties of the law, to which he oppoſeth an 
inward beart-worſhip in the Spirit; Ke 
we have; not diſcovered from the New | 
Teſtament, that they uſed; any other in 
that primitive time. We have no reaſon 
from thence to believe, that they made a 
practice of reading the Scriptures in rota- 
tion, as a part of their ſpiritual worſhip. 
The Jews properly. did ſo in their legal ſer- 
vice, becauſe it was commanded them 7 
and we think it would be as improper in 
us to copy their practice, becauſe we have 
no command for it; and becauſe we ard 
fully ſatisfied, that true Goſpel worſhip is 
performed through a ſpiritual introverſion 
of. mind towards God, Fad a patient wait- 
ing upon him, with ſincere! and humble 
deſires after the light of his countenance, 
and to know his Plea influence ſo. ſhed 
abroad in our hearts, as to qoable us to 
adore him with acceptane. 

According to my ſmall ability, b 
all along preferred explanation to expoſure, 
elſe 1 might have filled a much larger vo- 
lume than 1 have yet done; and notwith- 
Banding: my Opponent ſaith, p. 29, If I 

have any advantage 1 in the W it 18 


* Phil. iii. 333 p 
| not 
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not owing to any ſuperiority of ability 
for argument, but to the truth's being on 
my ſide of the queſtion ; I think T have 
ſufficient gtound to believe, that if he re- 
ally have the advantage, it muſt be more 
owing to iny inability than to the goodneſs of 
his cauſe. For I allow his ſuperiority in 
point of acquirements; and that, to uſe his 
own words, p. 28, He knows, as well as 
I, the intereſts of a party, the pride of diſ- 
* putation, the vanity of being popular 
5 amongſt our applauding friends, will fur- 
niſh us with nothing that. can ſatisfy our 
conſciences, upon a death-bed, or at the 
Bar of God.“ But let him ſuffer me to 
tell him what can do it, viz. believing in, 
and embracing, the Divine viſitation, 10 as 
to experience timely repentance, the effec- 
tual work of regeneration, an humble de- 


pendence on the mercy of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and the Spirit itſelf, bearing wines 
wwith' our ſpirits that we are the chil 

I do not ſee why I ſhould be ſuſpected, 
more than himſelf, of being d:/poſed ta put 
any ſenſe upon the ſcriptures, that beſt ſuits 
my preconcerved opinions 1. I have no finif- 


ter views, no ſelf- ends to ſerve; neither 


intereſt, title, nor preferment in expectance. 


+ Rom. vii, 36, * 30. 
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A 1 of duty is my aim, and che 

truth alone my object. Nothing but ſome | 
ee of an experimental ſenſe of that Di- 
vine "Pina, the Spirit of truth in the 


Heart, teſtified to and recommended in both 


Teſtaments as the life of religion, could 
engage me to perſiſt in its defence againſt 
the fab btlety of learned oppoſition. | 

It was for want of living under the re- 

newals of a daily ſenſe, of this genuine 

Principle of the Golpe I, that the = ſtaſy 

ſo early entered the 8 e and 
that . ſuperſtition, and perſecution 
obtained in generations ſueceeding the pri- 
mitive age of Chriſtianity; which occa- 
| fioned a diſbelief of immediate revelation, 

a ſlighting of the Scriptures, a ſcepticiſm 

concerning the Divinity of our Saviour, 

and a denial of particular Providence, 

This, with the A Thu lives of thoſe 

who pretended to poſſeſs the keys of heaven 

and hell, and the corruptions they intro- 
duced in doctrine and diſcipline, opened 
ſuch a door for all manner of impiety and 
hcentiouſneſs, both in opinion and prac» 
rice, amongſt the profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
religion, as not 505 ſtumbles and ſhoc ks 
the Pagan world, but cauſeth that holy 
name by which we are called to he bats 
* * *. 
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It is the inviolable obſervance. of this 
holy Principle, and great rule of conſci- 
ence, that gives every obligation its proper 
force and ſtability; that binds the Creature 
to the Creator, the Redeemed to the Re- 
deemer, the Subject to the Prince, and the 
Member to the Church. 2 75 
I ſhall now conclude, with ſincere Os. 
fires for all over Fhoſghearts the dark veil 
of unrenewed nature; and 1 its worldly wiſ⸗ 
dom remains, that they may turn to him 
who alone can remove the veil; and that 
he may ſo /hine into them, as to give them the 
light 7 the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face, or manifeſt appearance, of Feſus 
Chriſt +, and that he may truly become to 
them, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santi ln, 
and enen . i 
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